Festival of literature and illustration for children KROKODOKODIL was formed
around the premise that it is an imperative to contribute to the development
of future reading audience in a dynamic, systematic and continuous way. The
societies that take pride in popularity of reading are always those that have a
careful and thorough system of forming such habits in the early childhood.
Festival KROKODOKODIL aims to do exactly the same, using different audio
and visual materials as well as dramaturgy, directing, decor and mise en
scene which results in the mixture of festival and theatre further boosted by
inclusion of the state of the art multimedia so that the whole event is
adapted to the sense of rhythm and general sensibility of the youngest
literary audience.

The festival has its premiere in april 2013 in Cultural centre Majdan, with the
subject “How is the book made” with two pairs of writers and illustrators Jasminka Petrović and Bob Živković from Serbia, Ana Đokić and Darko Macan
from Croatia, with the help of moderator Raša Popov. In 2014 central theme
was horror story, entitled “How to escape horror story”. In 2015 the subject
of the festival entitled “Biblioskop” was the relationship of literature for
children and film. In 2016, festival dealt with the fairy tales in literature,
entitled “How Lola and Ivica rescued the fairytales”. In 2017, the festival
entitled “The journey to the centre of the book” dealt with the theme of
traveling and journey in literature for children.

Festival KROKODOKODIL, a joint project of Belgrade-based associations KROKODIL and OK - Obrazovanje i kultura,
focuses on literature for children and the culture of reading, as well as educating new reading audience.
Sixth edition of the festival KROKODOKODIL will be opened on October 12 2018, with the central theatrical event in
Youth theatre Dadov, and will last until the end of June 2019. Theatrical play IN SOMEONE ELSE'S SNEAKERS was written
by Jasminka Petrovic, renowned contemporary Serbian writer for children and youth. The director of the play is Vladan
Djurkovic, and it is performed by the playing company of Dadov.

The name of this year's festival evokes its subject – the respect towards diversity. The aim
of the festival is to question and put forward the subjects of the relationship the
environment has to the children who are somehow different than the others. The books
represented within the festival will be:
-

„Rico, Oscar and the mysterious stone by German author Andreas Steinhoeffel,
„El Deafo“, graphic novel by Cece Bell,
„The Absolutely true diary of a part-time Indian” by Sherman Alexie
„On cats, notes and bugs“, by Jasminka Petrović .

The questions of tolerance and acceptance of differences and embracing the diversity are the most
important aspects of this year's festival, which will also have several workshops and lectures for children
and professionals in the field of education and literature.

The first program for adult audience will be held on Monday October 15th in
KROKODIL'S Centre for contemporary literature, under the title “ABOUT A
BUTTON, WITCH HUNTERS AND HAPPINESS – how is being different
accepted in our society?”
Participants were: Jasminka Petrović, writer of the book „About a button and
happiness“, Ljiljana Marinković, owner of the publishing house for children
Kreativni centar, Jovana Karaulić, the producer of the movie Witch hunters
and Marko Manojlović, screenplay writer of the same movie. The talk will be
moderated by Ana Pejovic.

In the months after the Belgrade show, the play (in form of workshops) visited many
towns of Serbia, to present its exciting and extraordinary world, in order to entertain,
educate and engage the children from far-away places, under-developed and suburban
areas of larger cities, namely the places which lack contact with contemporary cultural
and literary themes.
KNJAŽEVAC (selo Minićevo) – 22. novembar
APATIN – 29. novembar
PANČEVO – 6. decembar
OBRENOVAC (selo Grabovac) – 12. mart
BAČKA TOPOLA – 15. mart
LAZAREVAC (selo) – 21. mart
NOVI SAD (sela Budisava i Kać) – 2. april
KLADOVO – 11. April
BOR (selo Brestovac) – 10. april
JAGODINA (selo) – 16. April

Place: Pančevo, City library
Time: 6. December 2018.
Age: fifth grade form elementary school „Jovan Jovanović Zmaj“ and seventh gradde of
the elementary school„ Miroslav Mika Antić“
Number of participants: 74
Adults: teachers of Serbian language, journalists and guests from Danmark, partners in
SILO project Katrine Solvang Larsen i Lise Kloster Gram
Note: the workshop was held in cooperation with the City library Pancevo

Participants’ impressions:
- It was wonderful, different than the rest and very exciting.
- I loved the music in video clips.
- all the books are great, but I would like to specially mention El Deafo. It really hit me.
- I like the fact that El Deafo is writhen in the form of the comic book.
- I think that the support by both parents and friends is very important in life.
- It is a good idea that Youth theatre Dadov is part of the festival. Their theatre vision of the books is great.
It was not easy for the actors to play all the characters from the books. The best actor is the girl who
played Ceca from the book El Deafo.
- Festival KROKODOKODIL tells us that reading is very useful for kids. That way we can see that the others
have similar problems like us. We should read more
- I liked the scenography - all the shoes scattered on the stage.
- I foud the talk between Oscar and Rico interesting. They understood each other in the end, despite being
so different.
- This year’s title of the festival IN SOMEBODY ELSE’S SHOES is well written. It explains what the topic will
be.

Jasminka Petrovic’s impressions:
The workshop was held in the reading room of the City library of Pancevo. The original
plan wasto host 40 children, but the interest was high and it resulted in much more
participants. That is the compliment or the festival, but with larger groups one looses
the intimacy and the opportunity for further discussion. Nevertheless, we suceeded in
making a relaxed atmosphere and satisfactory interaction. The participants honestly
discussed the tolerance, the feeling of belonging and unbelonging, about being different
and the other. One of the teachers sharetd his impressions> “It is very good that you
gave the chidlren the chance to understand the core of tolerance through different
personal stories. The talk was well perceived, so the children opened more and more as
time went by. It is important thet they understood the basic idea - the beauty lies in
differences.” This workshop was wll covered by the media. There were several texts in
local portals, and city TV station also recorded the video clip and presented it in the
news.

Place: Knjaževac, village Minićevo, elementary school “Dubrava“
Time: 22. november 2018.
Age: from fifth to eigth grade
Number of participants: 26
Adults: shcool paedagogian and librarian from the library „Minićevo“ (part of the library from the town
Knjazevac)
Note: School has 90 pupils. The workshop was held after school. As soon as it was over, both the children
and the adults rushed out of the classroom, literally, in order to catch the bus taking them to nearby
villages. If they miss it, there is no other means of transport available.
The workshop was held in cooperation with the National library “Njegos” from Knjazevac (director
Vladana Stojadinovic) and its branch in Minicevo (librarian Vlastimir Nikolić).

PARTICIPANTS’ IMPRESSIONS:
- This is a good way to make someone fall in love with books.
- I preferred the book El Deafo about the girl with hearing problems.
- I liked all the books.
- For me it was terrifying when the girls teased Ceca because she cannot
hear.
- I would love to read all four books. Where can I get them?
- The way you presented those books was very interesting.
- I liked the videos and the kids who act. I would also like to act like them.
- I preferred the book about Zvezdana, the blind girl. Her friends respect
her.
- It is different then in school, that is why I liked it.
- Support in life is important.

Jasminka Petrovic’s impressions:
At the very beginning, there were several interruptions by a couple of boys,
but as soon as the opening jingle started, everybody was absolutely focused
and interested in work. They engaged in the conversations - in the
beginning they were a bit shy, but as the workshop approached its final,
participants were more and more eager to express their opinion. They gave
some examples from everyday life, about the people who are different than
the rest. They obviously liked the working method. They were very
attentive with the video clips and had appropriate reactions. What is most
important, they showed empathy towards the main characters of all four
books.

Place: Apatin, Cultural center
Time: 29. November 2018.
Age: fourth and fifth grade form the elementary school „Žarko Zrenjanin“
Number of participants: 74
Adults: class teacher, teacher of Serbian language, and journalist Mara
Vuković
Note: The workshop was held in cooperation with Cultural center Apatin

Participants’ impressions:
- The story about the girl Zvezdana tells us that the persons with disabilities can achieve
success.
- My sister is blind. She is currently studying in Novi Sad. Our entire family gives supports
her.
- I want to read the book The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian. You got me
interested. I don’t know much about contemporary Indians..
- These four books should be a part of obligatory reading list.
- It would be great if our Serbian classes would look like this workshop.
- i liked the book El Deafo. The main character is very brave.
- Using comics is a good way for kids to like reading.
- The book Rico, Oscar and the mysterious shadows speaks about serious issues in a
humorous manner. About the highly talented boy, and about the one with lower talents.
For them it is not easy to fit in..
- The actors are wonderful, and I also like video clips.
- When will you come again? It was very interesting.

Jasminka Petrovic’s impressions:
The workshop was held in the cinema hall of the Cultural center in Apatin. We have
discussed, among other things, the importance of reading, about the persons with
disabilities and people who are mentally challenged, about racism and nationalism...
The children were very interested and active. I would like to especially mention the boy
who came with his grandmother. He goes into second grade and likes the books very
much. Although he was younger than the other kids, he fitted in well and gave good
comments. After the workshop I talked to the class teacher and the teacher of Serbian
language. They spoke highly on the working method and the choice of books. They
themselves were pretty surprised with the open and honest attitude of their pupils
about the topics we introduced. Those days they also discussed the questions of
tolerance in school, so our workshop was very beneficial. Local media also covered the
workshop.

THANK YOU!

